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FROM TUfi MIDDIE VRW OINTF 1P Kt1T AI k1O

A Times Staff Correspondent Stationed at
Voices the Midshipmens Side

of the Hazing Question N

Annapolis

NAVAL ACADEMY at Annapolis is iii the limelight just
and has been since the Meriwether tragedy directed the
qf the country to the training school of its future sea

Reports of the Meriwether trial and the two hazing

trials that followed have been wired out of the little Maryland city to
every section of the United States and have been printed day after day

in practically every newspaper in the country Long editorials on the
Mibject of right and wrong in the middies daily life have appeared in

thousands of newspapers and periodicals-
But what of Le Middies side of the controversy What is their

point of view on the question of right and wrong in their four years life

at the Academy
The outside world reads the story of their hazings their run

nings their code of morals their traditions their class distinc-

tions a dozen other phrases or less meaningless to the uninitiated
and asks what it all means What is the explanation from the Annap-

olis end What have the midshipmen to say for themselves
To answer these qt stions a Times staff correspondent who has

been detailed at Annapolis since the beginning of the trials the
Middies side of he question He has associated with the upper

and the the officers at the Academy and the intelligent
citizens of Annapolis who know and understand the Middies His story
is a careful reflection of what the Middies themselves have to say on

questions An impartial presentation of their point of view
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Hazing from the midshipmans
point of view

The inside story of the tradition
of the Academy the sacred coda of
honor which governs the Middies
by an unseen force anc why hawing
is not stamped out by thoao in au-

thority
Its an old story It Is known to

all the officers here dad the plebes
aro made acquainted with It within
a few hours after they enter the
Academy

hazing or running or whatever
nane you choose to Hive it IK Hn

inheritance Its hocry with
For fully half a century it

las stalked throttgn the corridors
and rooms of the midshipmen The
ofScrrs in charge and by that Is
meant the who have seen
duty hero during me INUIt fifty
years have seen the soctre at

hours but it is not written
that anyone ever made a really se-

rious attempt to kill it The only
power that could or can subdue or
Keep in subjection this rawhead
aadbloodybones which just now
holds a prominent place in the pub-

lic eye is the first class of midship-
men As stated to The Times cor-

respondent there is not today an
officer in the navy below the rank
of captain who has not been hazod
and very few indeed wljo have not
Indulged themselves in the practice
Even Rear Admiral Sands superin-

tendent of the Academy is quoted-
as saying that during his plebe year

he was hazed
It is true there are rules and reg

ulations for the government of
the Naval Academy and generally
speaking these rules and regula
tions are lived up to by the midship-

men But its the rules or rather
the rates proscribed by the first
class men that control the great
body of caddU The officers may
say they know nothing of these

rates that is they do not sanc
tion them But nevertheless they
are the same rates to which they
subscribed when they were

These rates Inoculate into
the cadets discipline that serves
thorn in good stead in after years
They wood from tae service every
buy who has a streak of yellow in
him So claim the supporters of the
system And the supporters if the
truth would be known embrace
every midshipman and officer in

Must Pay th Penalty
Rates as dtftned by the Unit

loss men is only another name for
precedent Seniority Is whet eotrat
and the widahiyma who has the
icmsrlty to overstep Ute line mint
Buffer UM pens y Ii a pebe he
rts his medicine in shape of
uyaiccl excrete eatktf stunts

the severity of wasa demands on-

t crarity of his offense If a
youngster H tbrd cias man h
way lrt hick Is put on
tit report or receive a challenge
fur a tight Ant ruht hers it ian be
tinted that th plebe who refuses to
tike an order from upper alas
man to do a stunt ai other words
submit wiout qnasuon to haying
viII have iu fight The rebellious

JB r iortod by the upper class
snm to the president of the class
cud a cart oftan ton or fifteen
pounds Ilgrttsr theta the plqne is
selected by the class to ohajlenge
the ohatinit plebe A challenge
unties Uwo condition has nevet
been known to bo refused If the
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plobe wins he must fight again
so on until he is knocked out or the
upper class is satisfied But the
plebe can stop the fighting by sub-

mitting to the hazing Sometimes
one fight is sufficient after which
there is no further Kicking against
hazing

When the plebes outer the Acad
omy they come with a full under-
standing of the traditions which
govern Sometimes when an upper
class man orders a piabe to report
to his room he will kindly tell him
just what he must do and point out
to him the llttta distinctions that
exist between the plebe and the
youngsters and the second and first
class men There is generally some
reason for the hazing ministered

For instance the plebe may be
cnrfclose in his dross or person
table manners may be Imptrfact
there are a hundred and one little
things for which he could be put
on the report but instead of doing
that the upper class man under
whose observation the offending
plebe may come will administer or
cause to be administered several
hazing stunts And if an improve
ment is not noted the hazing is re-

peated with interest

May Appeal to Glass
But to revert to the rates which

are made by the first class These
rates are for the protection of the

plebes If any upper class man
should saek tc take an undue ad
vantage of a plebe or carry the hen
ing too far the plebe has the right
to report the case to the first class
and the offending upper class man
is promptly called down A plebe
If he feels that he has been Insulted-
or wronged can challenge the upper
class man and if the upper class-
man is larger than the offended
plebe then the upper class selects
one of their number to the
plobes pause The entire spirit that
prevails among the cadets is one of
frat What affects one affects the

entire olass and becomes a class
cause

As the plebes or fourth classhave
no class president It devolves upon
the members of the first class to
look after the plebes and therefore-
it follows that without the sanction
of the first class there could be no
hazing or running Let it be borne
in mind however that as a rule the
members of the firat class do not
haze

The plebe year Is looked upon as
the eaeiaat of the four years The
plebes enter just as the cadets of
the third second and first class
start on their summer cruise and
during the reds or until the Acad-
emy term begins the plebes are
drilled and broken In so that when
the upper class returns some of thegaa Is worn off In the moan
time plebes have become satu-
rated with the air of tradition
which is so powerful tnat a layman
feels it after an hour or two of mix

with the midshipmen and
No plebe has ever been

known to report an upper class
man for hazing and if such a thing
could be possible the plebe making
the report would never in a

years get through the lour
year course Ho would be found by

professors afloat in all his
studies and that would bilge the
reporting plebo in very short order
Thare Is no concealment of this nor
is the fAct proclaimed from the
ramparts but It must the same t

and

his

1I

lag

the

h

espouse

the

of-

ficers

thou-
sand

exists

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

issotT-

he stories printed that the
not allowed to accept invitations

given by dtlnsns of
under the head of

twirl tibiae The pletn moat respect
and seen due deferen LB to their
seniors sued mnet asways answer

yes sir ar sir They must
observe tIN rata and retrain from
walking tat sera part of the grounds
rsneiTed far UM upper tags men

Indeed this rule applies to the
third ftttd Court dang men as well
Certain boats are for members of
the first second class third
class and fourth class If a young-
ster third class man should at
tempt to take a but reserved for
the second or sibyl class or a second
class raaa get Into a gaze of the
first class he would be tailed down
hard and if he got say he might
have to fight And this brings to
mind that while Admiral Brownson
stopped hexing he did not interfere
with the code of honor where it was
involved in stop case that had the
approval of th i upper class

The plebe who has been cock of
the walk at hid home or who

that he comes from Harvard
or Princeton is easy picking

for the young ters In a very few
weeks after the opening of the

year he has the conceit taken
out td him

It will not io to say that the of-
ficers in charge coppice at hazing

There is absolutely no standing at
Annapolis for the midshipman who
tells tales out of school or who
writes home to moms and papa that
he has been badly abused and it be-

comes known that he has written
home about his troubles It may be
said here in passing that it is com-
mon belief that the present investi
gation of hazing is the outcome of
a letter written homo Jiy a plebe
who thought he was setting more
than was coming to him He will
got the interest when the onset
reports are counted up against him

Power of the First Glass
To emphasize the statement made

regarding the power of the mem
bers of the first class it is stated
in Annapolis ns a fact which the
authorities nay easily ascertain
that shout HI days or more ago
the month of the first class by
class action decided there should be
no more hazing that in view of th
state of public foaling it would b
unwise to continue the practice And
there has not been a case of hazing
since in the Academy The

by Admiral Sands special board of
inquiry but they deemed it best
for all concerned tg take action and
they passed the word to stop haz
ing That the special inquiry board
did not bluff the upper crass men is
evident by the fact that Kimbrough
was put through a course of stunts
on the night of the day he testified
before the

say they have not been bluffed

board This is a matter

through the eoopemiten af the
upper classes Be knew the tradi-
tions of the Academy died ke knew
the influence of tradittoa on the

iiHPplM
The aseertiOD is openly made by

ills upper dUll men that if th ques-

tion af hexing or no put
to a vote among tine plebes haxing-
wottU carry by aa almost unant
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record
To say the authorities at the

were in of the
almost daily practice of hazing ip

the time the first class took
is ridiculous It was brought

with great force and clearness
the MarlwQther courtmartial
the code of honor was not a

a myth or something in-

augiblo but was an unwriueu law

A domy

t
l ut
rcam

ignorance

with all force of QUS

tom b0bintl it Midjl nun wore
sent to the hospital to have their
bruises and wounds dressed But
officers in charge never reported
thorn for fighting notwithstanding-
that fighting is against the

as muob so as hazing And
Why were tho middles not reported
for fighting Because it is gf
the traditions of the Academy

the

regula-
tions

net

the and 1i0vcr

one

¬

+

the iniddiaJi hitva it Inwtlllod in them
that the tinditlcns iira And
tradition is the defense of hazing
or the system-

It is even said that now and then
some instructor becoming Impatient
because of a plebes slowness in
grasping a question will remark
Id Uketp stand you on your head

a couple of times That is acoflRt
flnss mAn UK a hni

sti ltd

eta by utitisu

h

to make that do-

a or two after supper And
you may set It down that the plebe
will lie visited in his foes by an
upper class man and ordered to do
some physical exorcise

Only a few years ago hazing be
came so common and open that Ad-

miral Brownson then in charge of
ths Academy to put a stop
to And he did stop It but only
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but to say that they are not cog
nisunt of it is to say that snow is
black This dues not mean that the
officers approve hazing But they
have been through the pith they
know it is tradition and they know
legislation will not stop it at least
the legislation now on the statute
books under which these trials
have teen conducted has not stopped
It But the action of the first class
has stopped it And hts goes to
prove that she unwritten law jf the
Academy Is supreme c R
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